Minutes from meeting of Mt Cook Mobilised 3 February 2008
Venue: 40 Wallace St. Mt Cook (Thanks to John and Joss Morrison)
Time: 4 – 5:30pm
Present:
Peter Cooke (chair), John Morrison, Joss Morrison, Sue Stewart, Shirley Meyers, Geoff Stone, Greg Reilly, Karen Smyth, Frank Cook, Susan Cook, Iona Pannett, Carol Comber
Apologies: Jane Loughnan, Pauline Swann, Jacky Haydn, Dave Smyth, Brian Bernon, Peter Frater
Copies to: Steve Cromb, Alison Smith, Don McDonald, Annie Fleetwood, Ross Tanner, Ruth Jeffery, Grant Tilly, Brian Carmody, Dorothy Carmody, Kristelle Plimmer Steve Dunn, Martin Hanley, Gabrielle O’Brien, Julia Ames, Stephen King, Sarah King, Frances Fitzjohn, Jo Hickling, Julie Hymes, Stephanie Cook, Ian McKinnon, Celia Wade-Brown, Helene Ritchie, Raewyn Baldwin
Discussion

BGI / Foodstuffs
Thanks to everyone who came to the Council meeting on 19 December to present Jacky’s petition.  There was a lot of good discussion around Mt Cook issues.  Media (The Wellingtonian, City Life, DomPost, Radio NZ) are following developments at the site.  Letters can be sent to the DomPost (up to 200 words), and to the Mayor.  Frank requested clarification of why there is no transcript of Council meetings, similar to Parliament’s Hansard.  Iona will follow-up.

10-12m of the BGI will be retained along with the façade.  General agreement expressed that the BGI should have been offered to the city before being sold privately to Foodstuffs’ agent.  The land and funding for the BGI building were originally donated to the city by Sarah Ann Rhodes for community purposes.
Peter to write to Kerry Prendergast and to Foodstuffs to express our views and the need for community space, particularly in view of the predicted increase in population in the Adelaide Rd area.
New World Chaffers has around 80 car parks underneath the supermarket.  Unsure of the size of a “suburban-sized” supermarket with 150 car parks underneath. Will ask Wayne O’Styke to identify a Wellington suburban supermarket of a similar size to the one proposed.
Question raised regarding how much of Foodstuffs’ business case relies on the proposed petrol station.  There are two petrol stations close by on Adelaide Rd.  Need to ensure additional traffic is not brought to Tasman St.  Foot and cycle traffic, and public transport are our aim.
Looking for a traffic specialist to lend insight into issues in Mt Cook.  Will seek feedback from Tasman St businesses (Te Kainganui crèche, Tasman St Vet) re. traffic impacts.

Greg reviewed the building consent application, queried one of the emails on file which said that a Council person had only 15 minutes to make checks before the demolition consent was issued.

Will check with Foodstuffs how many apartments are in the current plan.
YMCA offices and gym have been demolished.  Marg Hegan of BGI confirmed the Harry Drummond plaque (in YMCA garden) was removed before demolition, BGI had not decided what to do with the Drummond plaque.  Ian Hutchison of Foodstuffs advised the inside plaque marking the extension of the BGI was removed by the Smith family over Christmas.  BGI very knowledgeable about their history and interested in publishing it.
ACTION:
Iona – seek info on why there is no transcript for Council meetings 

ACTION:
Peter C - write to Foodstuffs, and Kerry P (copy Councilors)
ACTION:
All – does anyone know a traffic specialist?
Bidwill St Traffic

Increased traffic on Bidwill St appears to be Ohiro Rd / Bidwill St / Wallace St route to get from Brooklyn and Aro Valley to the southern suburbs.  Give way to uphill traffic sign not very visible.  Some motorists are ignoring it.

Ngauranga to Airport Study

Feedback due by 22 February.  Options are (a) second tunnel through Mt Victoria and the Terrace, (b) light rail, (c) flyover over the Basin Reserve.

ACTION:
All – send feedback online, or on brochure from WCC office in Wakefield St
Safer Roads Study
Newtown Residents Association may have an update on outcome of traffic counting done last year.
Papawai Tce – Residents Parking Changes

WCC intend to add two additional residents only parks to Papawai Tce (another on-street park was removed for the accessway to the 13 new units on Papawai Tce).  Frank said some units were built with an extra bedroom and no car park, with a design feature to allow future removal of the wall to put in a car park.  For online submissions, go to “Have Your Say” on the Council website (until 8 February).
Candidate Heritage Buildings
Iona starting a list of buildings to prioritise for heritage listing. Frank has compiled a list of Mt Cook buildings on the District Plan. (3 buildings and some trees). 
ACTION:
Carol / Geoff - create Mt Cook District Plan items page on wiki
ACTION:
All – send heritage building suggestions to Iona.
53-55 Rugby St

Foodstuffs not demolishing the 2 yellow two-storey villas.  Villas are tenanted, unsure of their long term future.  Iona has initiated the heritage listing process for 53-55 Rugby St.
1 Ranfurly Rd

Repiling appears to be completed.

Wellington High School – “The Mt Cook Project”
Lynda Chenwai-Earle, scriptwriter for the production, walked around Mt Cook with Peter C.  She is thinking of basing a character on Miss Emeny from 1 Ranfurly Rd.

Hot / Cold Design List
Geoff collecting photos for Good, Bad and Downright Ugly Design page on the wiki.  Email address, category, and reason for nomination to mtcookmobilised@gmail.com , and a photo if you have one.
BBQ
Sue suggested Ranfurly Rd as a venue.  Sue discussing with residents.

ACTION:
Sue – advise date for BBQ

Community Space
Council conducting a community facilities survey.  Karen contacted Kay Haughey (WCC contractor) for a list of facilities in Mt Cook.  No listing by location available.  Kay suggested checking the Council website which is sequenced by facility name.  Karen looking for entry for the changing rooms on lower Prince of Wales Park (Council run – not sure who uses it).

Suggestions from Raewyn Baldwin (Lambton Community Liaison, Senior Advisor) are Toi Poneke in Cuba St, Thistle Hall and the Aro Valley Community Centre.  Newtown and Brooklyn also have facilities.
Iona put forward a request for Mt Cook community space in the Annual Plan.

Secure Community Noticeboard
A Mt Cook noticeboard similar to the lockable one at Oriental Bay would be good.
Playgrounds

The closest play areas for small children are Central Park and at the southern end of Hanson St. John confirmed the play equipment at Basin Reserve has been removed.

ACTION:
All – suggestions for a play area site to John
Newtown Festival
Newtown Festival is Sunday 2 March.  Stall to be booked for T-shirt orders, sell cakes, garden cuttings etc.  Karen, Sue, Greg and Geoff can help on the stall.  Susan, Shirley and Carol offered baking.  Susan has garden cuttings.  A raffle basket can be made up from the spare size 8 T. Email mtcookmobilised@gmail.com with offers of items for the stall.
ACTION:
Carol - book stall.

Mt Cook Newsletter
Agreed a hardcopy newsletter would be good.  Massey Journalism student a possibility.  Aro Valley newsletter a good example to follow.   4-page newsletter (A3 double-sided, folded), for more than 1000 copies works out at 20c per newsletter.  Adverts will be $40, need 8-10 adverts.
ACTION:
All – approach potential advertisers (Karen – Community Education Centre / Wellington High School; Jala’s Dairy; Peter C – Massey). 
ACTION:
Carol – contact Brent from Valley Voice
Next Meeting
Date / Venue / Time : 
tba (N.B. first Sunday of March is the Newtown Fair)
